February 12, 2019

Thomas P. West
Planning and Development
The City of Lewes
P.O. Box 227
Lewes, Delaware 19958
Dear Mr. West,
I am writing to inform you, as a representative of the Archaeological Society of
Delaware, Inc., that a potentially significant archaeological site may exist on the Brittingham
property (proposed Lewes Waterfront Preserve) on the south side of New Road, Lewes,
Delaware. We encourage the City to require a comprehensive, professional archaeological
survey of the property that meets the survey standards and guidelines of the Delaware Division
of Historical and Cultural Affairs (Division) to determine the nature, extent and significance of
any such sites. We recommend that the City consult with the Division about an appropriate
scope-of-work for any archaeological survey.
During the fall of 1951, avocational archaeologists from the Sussex Archaeological
Association excavated an American Indian site on the property. The site is known as the
Derrickson site (7S-D-6). A report published in 1952 in the Association’s bulletin summarizes
some of the findings and describes evidence of American Indian habitations. An American
Indian burial was also recovered and is now at the Smithsonian Institution. Additional fieldwork
was also undertaken in 1953, but there is no published report on that investigation. Based on
recent review of the Associations fieldwork, it is highly unlikely they identified and recovered all
the archaeological information present at the site. The files on the project are not clear about
the exact location of the finds on the property. Consequently, it is difficult to determine how
the proposed development would affect areas of American Indian occupation without
additional archaeological survey.
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A review of the proposed site plan for the Lewes Waterfront Preserve shows areas of
dedicated open space along the east and south boundaries of the property. Within the open
space is a proposed storm water management pond. Initial phases of construction for drainage,
grading, utilities and roads disturbs the ground to the extent that any archaeological evidence
of American Indian occupation would be damaged or destroyed. Attached is a copy of the
proposed sub-division plan showing where the highest probability of archaeological sites occurs
based on current models of American Indian land use during the interpreted period of
occupation. It is likely that the early 1950’s excavations were within this boundary. This is not to
imply that significant evidence would not be located outside this boundary, only that the
highest probability, or most dense occupation, is likely within the boundary (Attachment A).
Elsewhere in the immediate area, the Association investigated several sites along Canary
Creek and Black Hog Gut. These investigations revealed additional evidence of American Indian
occupation and additional American Indian burials. The combined archaeological investigations
show that the Brittingham property is nearly surrounded by significant American Indian sites.
Fieldwork by the Association also revealed that the Derrickson site was occupied in the 17 th
century. There is good evidence that the American Indians at the site were in contact with the
Dutch colony nearby based on Dutch artifacts found in association with the American Indian
occupation. The American Indian occupants of the site were the first witnesses to and
participants in the early European exploration and colonization of what became the State of
Delaware.
Historical maps of the early 17th century also indicated the presence of an American
Indian town along Canary Creek and surrounding areas (Attachment B). An American Indian
town was referenced in the Proceedings of the Council of Maryland (March 23, 1677) as the
Town of Checonesseck, a “Towne upon the Horekills” – Horekills is the Dutch name for Lewes
Creek, Canary Creek and its tributaries. Lewes Creek is now incorporated into the
Lewes/Rehoboth Canal (Attachment C).
It is clear from both prior archaeological surveys and historical research that the
proposed Lewes Waterfront Preserve property is likely within the “Towne of Checonesseck”
and may contain evidence of significant American Indian occupation. The Archaeological
Society of Delaware, Inc. encourages the City to require a professional archaeological survey
and take into account the results of the survey on the property. Results of this survey should be
shared with all appropriate government review agencies, as well as current and future owners
of the property. This information will be useful in planning for future uses of the property. We
further recommend that the City defer action on the proposed sub-division until such time that
at least a summary of the results of the archaeological survey is provided to the City. We
further recommend the City give priority to the preservation of significant archaeological sites
in dedicated open space or archaeological data from the site is recovered through professional
archaeological excavation prior to any construction related to the proposed development.
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The Archaeological Society of Delaware, Inc., founded in 1933, is a non-profit
organization dedicated to the study of the archaeological heritage of Delaware and committed
to public outreach and education. If you have any questions or would like additional
information, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely yours,

Daniel R. Griffith; Chair
Public Policy Committee
302.335.4286 (home office)
cc. Timothy A. Slavin; Director, Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs
Chief Natosha Norwood Carmine; Nanticoke Indian Tribe of Delaware
Chief Dennis Coker; Lenape Indian Tribe of Delaware
Ann Marie Townshend; City of Lewes
Michael McGrath; President, Preservation Delaware, Inc.
Craig Lukezic; President, The Archaeological Society of Delaware, Inc.

The Archaeological Society of Delaware, Inc, P.O. Box 1968 Dover, DE 19903

3

Attachment A

Derrickson Site (7S-D-6) – Area in Red highest probability of archaeological sites

Attachment B

Pilottown Road

New Road

Canary Creek

Attachment C

Proceedings of the Council of Maryland, March 23, 1677 (Archives of Maryland Online; Vol. 15, Page
145).
“Severall Great men Indians of Nanticoke in Com a wth Coll. Henry Coursey came over to speak wth the
Governor touch the late murdr committed on David Williams …” “… being asked wither they knew One
Krawacom they answered they did, that he was an Indian belonging to the King of Checonesseck, a
Towne upon the Horekills, that last summer he came among them to trade, and brought with him some
Mannanoses wch he sold for Peake and soe the last fal went away since wch they have not scene him
nor hath he been since that time among them, they were then asked wither Krawacom did not belong
to the Wiccomeese, to wch they answered noe and desired the Governor to send to the said place of
Checonesseck, and he would then be satisfied that Krawacom did belong properly to the said Towne of
Checonesseck, and not to the Nanticoke or Wiccomeese.”

----------------------------------------- Annotated -----------------------------------------------------------------------“Severall Great men Indians of (Leadership) Nanticoke in Com a wth (In the company of) Coll. Henry
Coursey (leading colonial officer on matters of Indian Affairs) came over to speak wth the Governor
touch the late murdr (came to discuss the murder) committed on David Williams …” “… being asked
wither they knew One Krawacom ( the name of the Indian accused of Murder of Williams) they answered
they did, that he was an Indian belonging to the King of Checonesseck a Towne upon the Horekills
(Horekills includes Canary Creek in Lewes and was also known as Whorekill), that last summer he came
among them to trade, and brought with him some Mannanoses (Clams) wch (which) he sold for Peake
(Shell Beads) and soe the last fal went away since wch they have not scene him nor hath he been since
that time among them, they were then asked wither Krawacom did not belong to the Wiccomeese (Indian
people on Eastern Shore of Maryland who were opposed to English rule), to wch they answered noe and
desired the Governor (of the Maryland colony) to send (representatives) to the said place of
Checonesseck, and he would then be satisfied that Krawacom did belong properly to the said Towne of
Checonesseck, and not to the Nanticoke or Wiccomeese.”
------------------------------------------ Summary Interpretation---------------------------------------------------------------The Nanticoke were distancing themselves from an Indian who the English thought was a criminal. He
belonged to the King of Checonesseck, though the Nanticoke did harbor refugees from English rule.
By 1677 the Nanticoke considered Checonesseck Town a separate political entity and the fact that he
belonged to the King there implies the King of Checonesseck had central political power. The word
“Checonesseck “appears to be the Maryland/English colonists word for the Dutch term Siconese, the
native inhabitants of the Lewes area in the early 17 th century. The word Checonesseck likely translates
to “the place of the Siconese”
Dan Griffith
October 2, 2017

